
CONTACT INFO 
 

Church Office Administrator (507) 247-3000 

danebodlutheran@gmail.com 

Folk School (507) 247-3000 

 

Pastor Gena Maria Koeberl (507) 247-5060 

pastordanebod@gmail.com 

OFFICE HOURS 
Pastor Gena Maria 

Office Hours: Monday: 3:00-5:00 

Office open: 

Tuesday 8:30-12:30/1:00-2:30 

 

Wednesday 8:30-12:30/ 1:00-2:30 

 

Thursday 8:30-12:30/1:00-2:30 
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March 2021        
           Pastor’s Word 
 
It is hard to believe that we have once again entered the season of Lent. One year of 
living with the coronavirus, with a death toll of 500,000 in the United States, a vaccine slowly  
distributed, and a state of weariness that has become normative. This year we will be provided 
mid-week Lenten worship in-person at 7:00pm on Wednesdays and virtually through our Danebod 
Lutheran Facebook page and YouTube channel. 
 
The theme this year is “Walking in Darkness” using the readings from Barbara Brown 
Taylor’s book Learning to Walk in the Dark that are read during the service which will be in the 
style of Holden Evening Prayer. Learning to Walk in the Dark is a HarperCollins 
publication, copyrighted in 2014 and the liturgy is used by permission from the authors Mandy 
England Cole and Tim Moore. I highly recommend reading Learning to Walk in the Dark as a  
Lenten practice this season. 
 
The liturgy takes liberties from the Tenebrae Service, a service of darkness that began to 
be celebrated at least by the 13th century. “Tenebrae” means darkness. Originally, it was 
celebrated at night during the last three days of Holy Week. It included the extinguishing of 
candles, ending on the last day in darkness. Today, our congregations that celebrate Tenebrae 
usually observe it as a single service on Maundy Thursday or Good Friday. 
 
This liturgy uses a seven-candle Tenebrae stand and extinguishes one candle each Wednesday 
of Lent. The final candle will be extinguished on Maundy Thursday. It just so happens Danebod 
has a beautiful Tenebrae stand and I am excited to use it for its proper liturgical purpose this year. 
 
 I think the prayer of Thomas Merton may sum up best what we will encounter as we go 
bravely into the dark and find there is no light or dark with God (Psalm 139). That the monster  
under the bed may be our friend.  

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going.  
I do not see the road ahead of me.  

I cannot know for certain where it will end.  
Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think  

I am following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so.  
But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you. 

 And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing.  
I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. 

 And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road, 
 Though I may know nothing about it.  

Therefore I will trust you always  
Though I may seem to be lost in the shadow of death.  

I will not fear, for you were ever with me,  
and you will never leave me to face by perils alone.  

Pastor’s Page  

Rev. Gena Maria Koeberl 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

Minutes for Danebod Church Council 
 

February 9, 2021 
 

PRESENT: Lena Burckhardt, Natalie Jerzak, Harlan Petersen (VP), Joan Jagt, Jarod Hansen, 
Carol Ekberg, Pastor Gena Maria Koeberl, Joy Schak, Jim Johansen (President), Heather Furan 
(Treasurer), and Julie Kent (Secretary). 
 
NOT PRESENT: 
 
At 7:04pm the meeting was called to order by Jim Johansen and a quorum was established. 
Devotions given by Pastor Gena Maria Koeberl. 
Re-Organization of Board. Nomination for Jim Johansen for Chairman. Nomination for Harlan  
Petersen for Vice President. Nomination for Julie Kent for Secretary. Motion was made to accept 
these nominations for these positions by Joan, seconded by Harlan, and motion was carried. 
Additions to Agenda. (See Old Business # and New Business #) 
 
REPORTS:  
 
 1. Secretary’s report for January was presented . MSC to approve January minutes by  
     Joan and Harlan.  
 2. Treasurer’s report for January was presented and discussed. MSC to approve the  
               January report by Joan and seconded by Carol.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

     1. Old Copy Machine Harlan is working with a new representative and we are waiting to     
                get permission to ship it back to them and a number to pay to get everything settled.  
 2. Elevator Update. Waiting for architect to do a building assessment for the Folk School. 
 3. Camp Scholarships. The Parish Education came up with a total of $100 per camper with 
     a cap of $1,000 and if needed will average the monies between the number of students 
     that want to go to camp. These monies will come out of the Parish Education Fund.  
     Harlan made a motion to support the campers by offering a scholarship up to $100 each 
     while not going over $1,000 using funds from the Parish Education funds, Joan  
               seconded, and the motion was carried.  
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
 1. Pastor’s Report. Will use crosses instead of using ashes. Confirmation April 11.  
     Decisions need to be made for Holy Week and Easter. Pastor is doing service at nursing   
               home 1 time per month with communion.  
 2. Ash Wednesday, Lenten, and Easter Services. Ash Wednesday and Lenten services are 
     at 7:00pm. Easter do 2 services: 9:00am and 11:00am with reservations made again like 
     Christmas.  
 3. Internet in the Church. March 6 for the Danebod Village meeting. The Council decided  
     that we would turn the internet on and off as needed.  
 4. Petty Cash Fund. Council  decided that we do not want another fund for the treasurer to 
     work. Debit card can be used. 



 
5. Council Member Committee and Monthly Assignments.  
*Administration (Julie Kent, Joan Jagt, and Harlan Petersen):  
*Property (Jarod Hansen):  
*Cemetery (Jim Johansen):  
*Parish Education & Youth Ministry (Lena Burckhardt):  
*Outreach & Stewardship (Natalie Jerzak): 
*Worship & Music (Carol Ekberg):  
*Folk School (Joy Schak):  
*Financial Advisory (Harlan Petersen):  
 
March: Natalie Jerzak  
April: Lena Burckhardt  
May: Joy Schak  
June: Carol Ekberg  
July: Harlan Petersen  
August: Joan Jagt  
September: Jim Johansen  
October: Julie Kent  
November: Natalie Jerzak  
December: Jarod Hansen 
January: Lena Burckhardt  
February: Harlan Petersen  
 
6. COMMITTEE REPORTS  
Administration (Julie Kent, Joan Jagt, and Harlan Petersen) – no report.  
Property (Jarod Hansen) – no report.  
Cemetery (Jim Johansen) – no report.  
Parish Education & Youth Ministry (Lena Burckhardt) –35 kids last week. Have different themes 
each weeks.  
Outreach & Stewardship (Natalie Jerzak) – no report.  
Worship & Music (Carol Ekberg) – no report.  
Folk School (Joy Schak) – Want to know when camps are going to open and they want to know as 
soon as possible. Council agreed that we are not comfortable with holding at least June and July 
camps. A decision was not made for 3 Day Camp at this time. Jerry Bly is the President, Mark 
Stage is the Vice President, and Deb Burckhardt is the secretary.  
Financial Advisory (Harlan Petersen) – Lock box at bank – stock certificate from Dupont that was 
donated in 1972 and it’s value is around $900. George said we should be getting dividends each 
month of about $4 or so. Should we retire it to get it out of the lock box? Council agrees to sell it. 
Lena made a motion to liquidate the Dupont stock and reinvest it in our Danebod Church  
Foundation Fund, Joy seconded, and the motion was carried.  
 
The next meeting is Tuesday, March 9th at 7:00pm.  
 
MSC for adjournment at 8:53 by Joan and Carol  
 
Lord’s Prayer Respectfully submitted,  
 

Julie Kent  



 

**Thank you to Curt and Darla Madsen for their gift to the cemetery fund in memory of  L.W. “Doc” Klein. 

**Thank you to Cordell and Terrance Ries for their gift to the cemetery fund. 

**Thank you to Fern Norgaard for her gift to the cemetery fund. 

 Thank you for Missionary Support for February: Jim and Laurie Johansen, Joyce Jensen, and Joan Jagt.  

W-ELCA THANK YOU NOTES 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you to WELCA for the  
lovely flowers you sent at  

Christmas. I was very happy to  
receive them and send many 

thanks. 
Doris Kragh 

Wow! Thank you to the Danebod Quilters for 
the beautiful quilt. Somehow my love of the 
color orange must have been leaked to the 
quilters! My career as a swimming suit  
model went down the staircase with me as I 
went headfirst down my 14 steps. When they 
sewed my head back together, they left my 
memory chip on the table, so when I can’t 
remember your name (or mine) that’s my  
story. The large ugly and permanent bump on 
my shoulder cancelled my contract with the 
swim suit companies. Fortunately, since it 
was all imaginary it doesn’t really change 
anything, except it’s a good way to get my 
daughters to come to Tyler and some of them 
even move to Tyler to try and keep track of 
my entertaining ways of getting attention. So 
even though I don’t have a modeling career 
in my future, I am lucky and appreciate  
having a beautiful quilt to snuggle under and 
think of the time and love that went into the 
quilt by the Danebod quilters. 
Thank you! 
With Love and Thanks, 
Carol Ekberg 

March 6th: Danebod Village Annual 
Meeting at 9:30 a.m. at Danebod 
Church. 
 
Prairie Conference Assembly 
Sunday, March 7 at 2:00 p.m. 
 Join Zoom Meeting Invitation 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/7731911700?
pwd=UEJ1VEFCZVN6cFp5ZTR5Vmt
aSDZuZz09  Passcode: church  

Dial by Phone 
1-312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 773 191 1700 
Passcode: 242827 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7731911700?pwd=UEJ1VEFCZVN6cFp5ZTR5VmtaSDZuZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7731911700?pwd=UEJ1VEFCZVN6cFp5ZTR5VmtaSDZuZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7731911700?pwd=UEJ1VEFCZVN6cFp5ZTR5VmtaSDZuZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7731911700?pwd=UEJ1VEFCZVN6cFp5ZTR5VmtaSDZuZz09


 
2/8/21 FS minutes 

 Present: Karlee Wyttenback, Deb Burckhardt, Arnie Dam, Jill Jaspersen, Pastor Gina Maria, Cade 
Drake, Sharon Jensen, Mark Stage, Paul Thomsen, Jerry Bly, Joy Schak - church liaison,  
Heather Furan- treasurer, Janis Weilke - June, July camp treasurer 
 
Meeting was called to order by Chair Karlee @ 7:01 with reciting the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
As per Karlee’s request, each board member was asked why they wanted to be on the FS Committee. 
 
Election of officers for the upcoming year are as follows: 
Chair - Jerry Bly Vice-Chair - Mark Stage Secretary - Deb Burckhardt 
New members Arnie and Jill were welcomed. 
 
Janis inquired as to if and when the campus would be open for family camps.  Camps are hoping to know 
by their March meeting in order to plan accordingly.  FS responded no decision has been made at this 
time.  Also, FS would need to make a recommendation  which would then be approved by  the Church 
Council.   
MSC to approve secretary’s report by Jerry, seconded by Karlee. 
January treasurer’s report to be approved at the March meeting. 
 
Mark, Joan and Cade continue to monitor temperatures.  Recent colder temps are setting off the alarm 
system.  Thermostat temperatures increased during the cold spell to avoid alarms going off and prevent 
pipes from freezing. 
 
Previously, via email, the FS committee voted to pay the additional $3500 from the Foundation monies 
received in 2020 to hire Engan Associates to complete a conditions assessment. A grant was received 
for $10,000 and the Engan proposal charge was $13,500.  
 
Two benches have been received.  FS to evaluate will evaluate at next meeting to see if they want to 
purchase more as replacements for current benches. 
 
Search for head cook for camps continues.  May have a cook for July and August but not for June at this 
time.  
 
Jerry provided information regarding the possibility of installing an elevator.  While the cost of an elevator 
itself is about the same, construction and installation of a LULA elevator is considerably less.  Engan 
 Assoc. Are very knowledgeable as they have installed at other facilities. 
 
3 Day camp decision postponed pending future covid guidelines. 
Karlee volunteered to check with State Farm to see what needs to be done to add Heather to the Money 
Market account and remove Tami’s name. 
 
Discussion has held regarding whether or not the FS should  apply for county monies that are available.  
Deb to apply for the grant. 
 
Motion by Deb and seconded by Karlee to make the recommendation to the Church Council not to open 
the Lodge for a bridal shower on May 1, 2021 due covid concerns.  Discussion followed.  Karlee to reach 
out to the family for possible number of attendees.  No vote taken. 
 
FS committee agreed the need to update the rental agreement to include a liability waiver due to covid as 
well as agreeing to follow covid guidelines. 
Mark reported having fixed the door knob on the church office. 
 
MSC by Deb, seconded by Mark, to adjourn meeting at 8:19. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deb Burckhardt     



  

 

 

 
Danebod W-ELCA will order the plants from Johnson's Flower Box and they will be delivered to the church 

for the Easter Sunday Church Service. Not only is it easy for you, but we get a good price by ordering them as 

a group. Please turn in this form and your check payable to "Danebod WELCA" by March 14th. You can  

either mail it to the office (140 Danebod Court, Tyler MN 56178) or place it in the offering plate. 
From:____________________________________________ 
Give: In Memory of / In Honor of: (circle)_______________________________________ 

Other:_________________________________________ 

 I do not wish to have my donation printed in the April Hilsen. 

 

Plant Options: 

No. Plant  Colors Available/circle 1st&2nd preference  $Each 

_____ Easter Lily No color option     $17.00 

 

_____ Tulips  Orange, pink, red, purple, yellow   $16.00 

 

_____ Hyacinths Pink or blue lavender     $16.00 

 

_____ Begonia Red, yellow, orange, coral    $20.00 

   TOTAL ENCLOSED:     $_____ 

**Please pick up your plant( s) after the Easter Sunday Church Service.** 

 

 

 
 
 
 
This year there will be two services on Sunday, April 4th.  The times are 

9:00a.m.and 11:00a.m. Reservations will be required so that we can 
maintain proper social distancing. Reservations can be made starting  

March 16th. Please call the office at 507-247-3000 or email us at  
danebodlutheran@gmail.com           



     
 MARCH  
MINISTRY TEAM  

  March 7th  March 14th March 21st March 28th 

Ushers: 

  

Harlan Petersen 
Lenten Ushers: 
Harlan Peterson 
Joan Jagt  

Paul Thomsen Harlan Petersen 
 

Paul Thomson 
 
 
 

Lectors: Harlan Petersen Joan Jagt Harlan Peterson Joan Jagt 

Alter Guild: Marsha  
Petersen 

Marsha  
Petersen 

Bev Vos Bev Vos 

JUMPING FOR JESUS NEWS! 
 
Our night of  service was wonderful. We 
talked about when we serve others-we are 
actually servings God. We packed giant gift 
baskets and wrote thank-you cards to groups 
that serve the community; police, fire  
departments, and EMT’s.  Then our guests 
arrived-AJ Anderson from the police  
department, Tate Burckhardt  from the fire 
department, and Gretchen Tommerassen 
and Bethanni Jobe, our local EMT’s. 
A huge thank you to our guests for  
answering  some interesting questions from 
the kids.  Also, thank you parents for  
bringing in so many snacks and goodies for  
the gift baskets. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Folk  

School  

Board  

Meeting 

7:00pm 

 

2 3 

Jumping for  

Jesus 

5:30pm 

 

Lenten  

Service 7pm 

4 5 6  

Danebod 

Village 

Annual  

Meeting 

9:30am 

7 

Worship 

Service @ 9:30  

Communion 

Prairie Conf. 

Assembly 2pm- 

Via Zoom 

8 

 

 

 

9 

Church 

Council 

Board 

Meeting 

7:00pm 

10 

Jumping for  

Jesus 

5:30pm 

 

Lenten  

Service 7pm 

11 

Quilters 

9:00am 

12 13 

14 

Worship  

Service @ 9:30 

 

 

15 16 17 

Jumping for  

Jesus 

5:30pm 

Lenten  

Service 7pm 

18 19 20 

21 

Worship  

Service @ 9:30 

 

Holy 

Communion 

22 23 24 

Jumping for  

Jesus 

5:30pm 

Lenten  

Service 7pm 

25 

 

 

 

26 27 

28  

Palm Sunday 

Worship  

Service @ 9:30 

29 30 31 

Jumping for  

Jesus 

5:30pm 

Lenten 

Service 7pm 

   

  
March 2021 
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