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If you have questions, ideas or pastoral care concerns, please reach 

out to Pastor Megan by calling or stopping in the main office. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Church Office / Folk School 

    (507) 247-3000 

 

office@danebodlutheran.org 

OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday 9-2 

Wednesday 9-2 

Thursday 9-2 

Friday 9-12 



The Gospel According to IKEA 
A Message from Pastor Megan 

 

Many of us would love to read our Bibles more often or to be more biblically literate, but we 

bemoan the fact that we’ve never gotten into the habit of regular bible study. It’s not for lack of will or 

trying, just trouble finding a method that sticks. Being that I am in this camp too, I’m not one to give 

advice on how to psych yourself up to consume God’s Word everyday, but I do know “someone” who 

knows a thing or two about turning people into consumers. Please welcome, IKEA. 

 

The famous Swedish home furnishings franchise IKEA is well known around the world for 

transforming the mundane task of shopping for linens and kitchen countertops into an attractive, fun-

filled experience for the whole family. IKEA uses simple psychological techniques to subconsciously 

train consumers to not only succeed in shopping big but to enjoy the process of doing it. Call it 

shrewd marketing or sly manipulation, but IKEA is good at shaping our behaviors and attitudes. My 

question, therefore, and my summer thought experiment for us: can we use IKEA’s tactics to build 

other habits, ones that enrich our lives with more than desks and duvets? Does IKEA hold the keys to 

a successful “sticky” Bible study? Give it a try, and lets see if tables can turn… 

 

1. The IKEA Way- The Endowment Effect: By letting customers lay in beds, walk on rugs, and 

physically interact with all of their products, IKEA wires our brains to feel immediate ownership of 

things, seeing them as accessible and ours. 

 

The Way to the Word: Do you have a Bible that physically draws you in, with a weight, font size, 

and other features that are physically attractive to you? Jesus is always encouraging his disciples 

to touch and see. Start with a Bible that speaks to you before you’ve even cracked the cover. 

 

2. The IKEA WAY- Choice Bracketing: IKEA does not overwhelm its customers with the full 

catalog on the display floor. IKEA limits our options to one chair in three different colors, one 

bookshelf at two heights, one flower pot in four sizes. We get the impression of free will, while 

IKEA quietly guides our decisions. 

 

The Way to the Word: Working the Bible from start to finish hits a pretty hard wall as soon you go 

from the adventures of Exodus to litanies of Leviticus, so why not give yourself multiple paths to 

roam? Each day when you sit down to read the Bible, assess whether you’re in the mood for a 

Gospel story, some Old Testament history, or a prayerful reflection from the Psalms. Give yourself 

two or three genres to pick from, and let the Spirit move you toward one for the day. 

 

3. The IKEA Way- Price Lulling: Before IKEA sells you on an $1800 couch, they let you feel like 

you’ve really scored some deals and maximized your purchasing power with the spatula that was 

only 99 cents and that stuffie your kid fell in love with for five dollars. Small wins up front open you 

up to big ticket items later. 

 

The Way to the Word: No one expects you to go from 0 to 60 in your Bible study, devouring 

chapters like there’s no tomorrow. Don’t underestimate small wins: one parable a day, a two-

minute devotion to start the week, re-reading a favorite verse before bed. God is an expert at 

turning the minimum into miracles. 

 



 

Minutes for Danebod Church Council 
June 9, 2026 

 
PRESENT: Erik Jorgensen, Ivan Petersen, Kristi Petersen, Cindy Dunham, Laurie Johansen, Deb Sinding, Garth 
Jensen, Rick Nielsen, Jackie Hess, Pastor Megan Eide, Heather Furan 
 
ABSENT: 
 
At 6:30 pm the meeting was called to order by Erik Jorgensen and a quorum was established 
 
Devotions – from “Liturgies for Hope” 
 
Addition to agenda 

• The donation policy (Garth) 
 
Secretary’s report from May was presented – MSC to approve minutes made by Ivan, Deb 2nd 
 
Treasurer’s report from May was presented – MSC to approve report made by Ivan, Garth 2nd 
 
Pastor’s report:  3-Day camp was amazing, and the leaders are still brainstorming new ideas for next year.  A 
huge thank you to the leaders (Karlee, Bethanni, Lena & Heidi), and to the 40+ volunteers who helped make 
camp a success.  We made around $150 after all was said and done.  Pastor attended synod assembly at 
Gustavus.  Sr. High youth group started 6/7, with 3 youth in attendance.  Youth from other congregations are 
welcome.  Grandparents camp had 30 participants.  Kids from K-3 attended, and everyone got along 
great.  SDSU’s campus pastor will be at our service on 6/14, specifically to thank Danebod for contributing 
financially to their efforts. June Family Camp starts June 21, and they will be hosting an ice cream social on 
Tuesday, June 23 from 7-8 pm.  Megan’s PhD is going well.  She is scheduled to go to Denmark to do a 
presentation from Oct 27-Nov 12, and already has two people scheduled to share faith stories for the Sundays 
she’ll be gone.   
 
Constitution review:  Final draft to be presented for Council approval next month. They would like the Property 
Committee to be made of 2 members from Church Council and 2 from Folk School.  Planning to have a joint 
meeting in a couple weeks with Church Council & Constitution Committee.   
 
Pest control update:  August will be the best time to spray - doing it sooner would be ineffective 
 
Steeple update:  Ryan Schreurs is planning to work on it, starting in 2 weeks 
 
Shingle eval: Schreurs will check shingles when steeple work is done, as well as all other buildings 
 
Parish Hall update:  tables are here, first of the chairs are here, AC, blinds are up, kitchen flooring will be done 
on Wednesday, woodworking project is taking time but coming along. Got an AED for Parish Hall. 
 
Semi-annual meeting will be Aug. 30, 2026 
 
Property Committee Report: Megan made a nice spreadsheet to make it easier to see what needs to be done, 
as well as a point person for each job. 



 
Synod recap:  “Grounded in Hope” - Harlan & Marsha attended as delegates.  Megan asked how other 
churches keep track of membership (communion, donation, and attend service).  Nobody seems to collect 
communion cards anymore.  Things that other churches count for membership:  attending church services 
online, contributing to any ministry in the church, having communion brought to them. 
 
Donation policy:  Specify that we’re talking about material property.  We also discussed having multiple checks 
for each item (Property Committee, Folk School & Church Council) 
 
Committee reports: 
Admin:  will revisit caretaker position in the Fall 
Property:  Garth was unable to attend last meeting 
Cemetery:  Cade Drake bid, with a surcharge if gas is over $4/gal.; Rorye picked up branches; Shawn & Kris Vos 
are renting land 
Parish Ed./Youth Outreach:  finished Jump For Jesus & Grandparents’ camp; Parish Ed. committee will meet 
sometime in the summer to plan for Fall 
Outreach & Stewardship:  planning to meet in the summer to make plans for Fall 
Worship & Music:  no updates 
Folk School:  Deb was unable to attend last meeting; they mostly talked about property 
Financial advisory:  will meet in July 
 
Next meeting is July 14th at 6:30 in Parish Hall 
 
MSC for adjournment at 8:04 – Ivan, Garth 2nd 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kristi Petersen 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Folk School Committee Meeting Minutes – June 1st, 2026 

 

Meeting called to order at 6:01 PM 

Jerry opened with The Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Present: Jerry Bly – Chair, Mark Stage – Vice Chair, Margie Bornhoft, JoAnn Peterson, Jill Jaspersen, Curt 

Madsen, Arnie Dam, Brenda Knudson – FS Caretaker, Pastor Megan 

 

Absent: Deb Burckhardt, Olga Ekberg, Heather Furan – Treasurer, Deb Sinding – Church Council Liaison 

 

May FS Financial Reports 

Heather is absent – Reports for May and June will be presented at next month’s meeting. 

 

Brenda’s Updates 

 1. 63 participants will be here for 3-Day Camp 

 2. Grand Camp will have 30 participants 

 3. June Family Camp has 130 Participants. They have requested a Porta-Potty by the campsites. 

 4. Piano tuner – Brenda asked him to come around June 15th – Jerry will call him and verify. 

 5. Chuck Gackstetter finished trim in Lodge basement bathroom. 

 6. New chairs have been placed in 4 rooms in Lodge. 

 7. Jackie Hess will help with housekeeping when needed. 

 

Pastor’s Updates 

 1. 3-Day Camp will have 42 campers, 21 counselors and 37 volunteers 

 2. Grandparents Camp will have 30 participants 

 3. Suggests to write “Thank-you” cards to volunteers for all camps and Fall Folk Meeting.  

 4. Included all paperwork for the Fall Folk Meeting in The Hilsen to hopefully increase our        

church members participation. 

  

Church Council Update 

 No report. 

 

May FS Meeting Minutes 

 MSC by Arnie to approve May Folk School Meeting Minutes as presented and seconded  

 by Curt, Carried. 

   

Upcoming Rentals 

 1. 3-Day Camp – June 2nd - 4th 

 2. Grand Camp – June 8th - 9th 

 3. Entire Lodge, Dining Hall, 2nd floor rooms and cottage – June 12th - 14th 

 4. June Family Camp – June 21st - 27th  

 5. July Family Camp – July 12th - 18th 

 6. August Family Camp – August 2nd- 8th 

 7. Danebod Fall Folk Meeting – August 19th – 23rd 

 

Commercial Coffeemaker and Cabinet Upgrade 

Coffeemaker and cabinets are installed. Waiting on water filter to complete installation of water lines for 

coffeemaker. It will be a great upgrade to our kitchen in the Dining Hall! 

 

Folk School Front Steps Update 

 Jerry sent out the estimate by email to committee members. Estimate was approved. 



  

Big Top Tent Rental 

 We have received the invoice for this summer’s rental of the tent. It will be divided equally   

(four ways) between each of the 3 Family Camps and the Fall Folk Meeting. 

 

Property Committee Updates 

 Pastor Megan made a spreadsheet of all items needing attention. Discussion was held on many  of the 

items on whether the job could be completed by volunteers or to hire someone to do, or  have Brenda chose 

what items she could complete. Some items are in process. Thank you to  Margie for transplanting the hostas 

plants on east side of the Pavilion. 

 

Danebod Cottage 

 Discussion was held on the future existence of the Danebod Cottage building. This building is  in very 

bad shape and does not generate much income. Curt volunteered to talk to Tony  Dybdahl to get a price for 

tearing down the building and if he could do the job. Subject was  tabled until we get information back from 

Curt. 

 

Folk School Adopt-A-Room 

 Rooms in the Folk School are in need of upgrades. It has been years since the Adopt-A-Room 

 program was initiated. Jerry (and Ricke) volunteered to complete a list on status of the rooms   

and send out letters to members that did adopt the rooms. 

 

Other Business 

 1. June Family Camp will host an Ice Cream Social for the community of Tyler on Tuesday,        

June 23rd from 7:00-8:00 PM as a thank you for welcoming them into our community year         

after year. Everyone is also invited to stay and join in for singing afterwards. 

 2. Margie will call the Fire Department and inform them when they need to be at the Folk        

School for the fire drills for the Family Camps. 

 3. Garden Club will pay for gardening items needed around the campus. 

 

MSC by Arnie to adjourn at 7:40 PM and seconded by Margie, Carried. 

 

Next meeting will be Monday, July 6th at 6:00 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jill Jaspersen 

 

  

      

      
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Danebod Lutheran Church       

             

 As of May 31, 2026          

             

 Budget Year to Date       $ 82,220.83        
 Actual Expenses Year to Date  $ 70,165.96        

 

Amount Under Budget to 
Date  $ 12,054.87        

 General Fund Revenue to date $77,014.54*   

*Envelopes - $72,038.54 
Parish ed., donations, loose and special service 
offerings, outreach - $4,976.00      

             

             

 

General Fund Revenue needed monthly to meet budgeted expenses: $16,444.16. 
 
Monthly Envelopes      

             

   2026  2025        

 January      10,521.69      8,850.91        

 February      17,459.53    18,186.05        

 March                         17,480.53    11,411.05        

 April       12,716.26    11,299.52        

 May      13,860.53    12,880.06        

 June         9,939.52        

 July       16,033.80        

 August       11,233.75        

 September                    
      
10,929.52        

 October          8,901.25        

 November       11,919.52        

 December       18,144.25        

   Total  $   72,038.54  $149,729.20        

              

 Envelopes ONLY for past 4 years as of December 31, 2025      

             

 2025        2024 2023 2022        

 $149,729.20   $158,138.96 $159,431.57 $128,811.08        



 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Cheryl Holt (friend of Clark family) 

Dawson (nephew of Bethanni and Matt Jobe) 

Jalyn Burckhardt (granddaughter to Deb Burckhardt) 

Harper Gravley 

Lorry Conrad 

Brian Martin 

Vicki Stalvey 

Kayla Sanderson 

Ruth Ann Nelson 

 

 

Danebod Cemetery Fund 

In memory of Betty Jo Solberg from Karen Koster 

 

Parish Hall 

In memory of Arlene Jensen from Bev Gylling 

 

Youth Fund 

In honor of Harper Petersen’s Confirmation from Wayne & Sharon Akland 

 

Folk School Foundation 

In honor of Buhl Family from Jackie & Trent Hess 

In honor of 3 Day Camp from Jackie & Trent Hess 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSION  SUPPORT 

July 5th: Jim & Laurie Johansen 

July 12th: Celebration of Life from the Tommeraasens 

July 19th: Jim & Laurie Johansen 

July 26th: Ruth Bier 

 

 

 



Thank You 
 

 

Thank you to my church family for helping me celebrate my graduation. I am so blessed to have you all in my 

life to help me grow in my faith. I am very excited for my next chapter in life. I will be attending Mitchell Tech 

for Power Lineman in the fall. 

Bless you all!  

 -Levi Tommeraasen 

 

Parish Ed, 

Thank you for being a part of this big milestone in my faith! I love my gifts so much! I appreciate it a lot. Have 

an amazing day! 

-Svea Drake 

 

Thank you so very much for the flowers I received on my 90th birthday. (What a milestone!) Again thank you. 

-Dottie 

 

 

 

Join the Garden Club! 
So many people admire, appreciate, and enjoy the beauty of our beloved 

campus, especially our many flower beds and urns. The Danebod Garden 

Club does a wonderful job stewarding these blessings, and they would 

absolutely invite new members to the club! Especially if you often walk 

or drive by a particular building and could volunteer to “adopt” and help 

water certain planters or pots, a little TLC goes a long way. Please reach 

out to Pastor Megan if you’d be interested. 



 



 



 

     

     

 7/05 
Communion 

7/12 7/19 
Communion 

7/26 
Worship at 
fairgrounds 

 
Lector: 

 
Jackie Hess 

 
Jim Johansen 

 

 
 

 
X 
 

 
Ushers: 

 
 
 

 
 

Jim & Laurie 
Johansen 

 
 

Rick Gossen 
 

Glen Petersen 

 
 

X 

 

 

Communion: 

 
 

Bev Vos 
 

Jill Jasperson 

 
 

x 

 
 

Tifanie Hess 
 

Shannon Gossen 
 

 
 

x 

 

Altar Guild: 
 
 

Kay Wooge 

 
 

Laurie Johansen 

 
 

Kay Wooge 
 

 
 

X 

 
 

Flowers: 

 
Mona 

Christianson 

 
Mona 

Christianson 
 
 

 
 

Jackie Hess 
 

 

 
 

X 

 

 
Coffee 

Fellowship: 

 
 

Karlee 
Wyttenback 

 
Joyce Wyttenback 

 

 
 

Laurie Johansen 
 

Bev Gylling 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Jackie Hess 
 

Tifanie Hess 
 

Shannon Gossen 
 
 

 
 
 

X 

 

Ministry Team Duties 

JULY 2026 

Call the Church Office 507-247-3000 or Jackie Hess 507-829-1197  

if you can fill in any empty spots!  

Thank You! 



 
 

  

July 

Sun. 

2026 

Mon. 

 

Tue. 

 

Wed. 

 

Thurs. 

 

Fri. 

 

Sat. 

 
 
 

  
 

1 

 

2 

6:15 A.M 

Faith & Fit 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 
 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Coffee   
7:30 Sr High 
Youth Group 

6 

 

6:00 PM 

Folk 

School 

Meeting 

7 
6:15 A.M  

Faith & Fit 

 
 
 

8 

 

 

9 

6:15 A.M  

Faith & Fit 

 

10 

 

 

11 

 

 

12 
 

9:30 Worship 
10:30 Coffee  

 
July Family 

Camp 
 

13 

 

 

 

July 
Family 
Camp 

 

14 
6:15 A.M  

Faith & Fit 

6:30 P.M 
Church Council 

Meeting 
 

July Family 
Camp 

 

15 
 
 
 
 
July Family 

Camp 
 

16 

6:15 A.M  

Faith & Fit 

 

July Family 
Camp 

 

17 

 

 

 

July Family 
Camp 

 

18 

 

 

 

July Family 
Camp 

 

19 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Coffee 

  
7:30 Sr High 
Youth Group 

20 

 

 

 

21 
 

6:15 A.M  

Faith & Fit 

 
 

22 
 

 

 

 

23 

 

6:15 A.M  

Faith & Fit 

 

24 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

26 
 
9:30 Worship 

at the 
fairgrounds  

27 28 
 

6:15 A.M  

Faith & Fit 

 

29 30 

6:15 A.M  

Faith & Fit 

 

31  
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