
           

                                                                                      

HILSEN   

                  

                   JUNE  2026   

 

 

  

 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have questions, ideas or pastoral care concerns, please reach 

out to Pastor Megan by calling or stopping in the main office. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Church Office / Folk School 

    (507) 247-3000 

 

office@danebodlutheran.org 

OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday 9-2 

Wednesday 9-2 

Thursday 9-2 

Friday 9-12 



 

Returning to a World of Song 
A Message from Pastor Megan 

 
It’s a common icebreaker question: “If you could have one superpower, what would it be?” As I 

do most things, I’ve given this too much thought. On the one hand, I’m wholeheartedly with the folks 

who would immediately seize the ability to fly. After all, wouldn’t it be great to take the scenic route 

from point A to point B without stopping at the pump? Then again, would I be able to carry my things 

and soar at the same time? How long could I go without having to put an orange slow-moving triangle 

of shame on my behind? Perhaps the ability to teleport would simplify things. On the other hand, 

couldn’t I think of a superpower more beneficial to others? Is the power to alleviate and heal all 

human suffering on the table, or did Jesus already call dibs on that one?  

 

Long story short (and lots of over-thinking later), if I could have one superpower, I really just 

wish I could sing. I would so love to be able to carry a tune beyond the questionable five notes I can 

squeak out now (on a good day, that is). I know what you choir cheerleaders would say: “everyone 

can sing!” but seriously, if you’d faked your way through Amazing Grace as many times as I have or 

watched your dog literally run away whenever you accompany the radio, you’d know singing is not a 

universal gift. 

 

Singing is a superpower. It has the ability to unite, calm, and choreograph people across space 

and time. Case in point: The largest simultaneous event to date was a sing-a-long involving 293,978 

participants at 1,616 locations throughout the UK who sang Lean on Me. Within 10 seconds of 

singing, scientists monitoring the physiology of the experience discovered that 90 percent of the 

massive choir had synchronized heart beats. Singing is also one of the most consistently proven 

preventative care measures for warding off depression, dementia, Alzheimer's, and a host of other 

cognitive diseases, oftentimes just as or even more effectively than pharmaceuticals and other 

medical interventions. None of this should come as any surprise to those who grew up under the 

influences of the likes of Martin Luther who believed “Next to the Word of God, music deserves the 

highest praise” or Bishop NFS Grundtvig who insisted the world would be ten times happier, if only 

we could all sing from the same songbook. 

 

Enter here, A World of Song. Humbly put, this hymnal, developed with the help of Danebod’s 

Pr. Enok Mortensen, is one such attempt to collect “the hopes and faiths and experiences of mankind 

in the songs of yesterday, born anew…for expressing current, meaningful living” (“Forward” to the 

2nd edition). This treasury of songs covers everything from the philosophies of folk life to the stories 

of Jesus’ life, with tunes for the ordinary times of day as well as the milestones from birth to death. 

With selections like “Loch Lomond” and “The Danish Hiking Song,” it’s as universal as it is Danish. A 

World of Song is a popular favorite for our Family Camps and the Fall Folk Meeting, with an effect I 

can only describe as communal and cathartic. This is my prayerful intent behind bringing A World of 

Song into the sanctuary this summer. I’m no super hero. I still can’t sing. But boy oh boy, if I could 

have one superpower, it would be to lift you up, my beloved community, with notes of joy, grace, love, 

and Truth this summer sabbath.  

 

And so, won’t you please join me? As you are able, let us together rise and sing.  

 



 

Minutes for Danebod Church Council 
May 5, 2026 

 
 

PRESENT:  Erik Jorgensen (President),  Kristi Petersen (Sec.), Ivan Petersen (VP), Garth Jensen, Jackie Hess, Deb 
Sinding, Heather Furan (Treas.), Pastor Megan Eide, Cindy Dunham 

 

ABSENT:  Rick Nielsen, Laurie Johansen 

 

At 6:35 PM the meeting was called to order by Erik Jorgensen and a quorum was established.   
 

Devotions - talked about 2 Danish words meaning “to play” 

 

Additions to agenda:    
• New business:  Steeple project (Jackie) 
• New business:  Website (Deb) 
• Old business: Parish hall (Erik) 

 

Secretary’s report from April was presented – MSC to approve minutes made by Ivan, Jackie 2nd 

 

Treasurer’s report from April was presented – MSC to approve report made by Ivan, Jackie 2nd 

 

Pastor’s report:  Cakes have been ordered for Confirmation & Graduation Sundays, and gifts for confirmands 
have been ordered.  Faith & Fit started back up today.  Pastor Megan is planning to start a youth group/Bible 
study for rising 9th-12th graders this summer, and tentatively thinking a couple Sunday evenings per month. 
 

Blue Jean Wednesday is tomorrow - bring rakes, gloves, etc.  Indoor jobs are also available for those who can’t 
or don’t want to be outside. 
 

3-Day Camp is June 2-4:  have approximately 35 kids signed up so far, with a goal of around 60 

 

Grandparents’ Camp is June 8-9:  have 12 signed up so far 
 

Parish Hall:   
• Working on ordering chairs 
• Kitchen flooring should be done by mid-May 
• Tables should arrive May 20 

 

Steeple project:   Geske chose not to do the job.  We are reaching out to other contractors to do this work.  
 

Website:  Lodge fees will be updated this week.  Wording will be added that EV charging needs to be done 
where the campers hook up (not with extension cord coming from Lodge).  Deb will also add the donation 
policy to the website. 
 

Constitution review:  the Council looked through the proposed changes, and will meet one more time with the 
Constitution committee before the semi-annual meeting 

 



Committee Reports: 
Admin:  Bob is taking a full-time position with the wind towers and has resigned from the maintenance 
position. Folk School will reconvene with Brenda to assess next steps.  
Property:  Garth changed lightbulb in narthex; Josh Keifer expressed interest in learning how to reset the bell 
clock when needed.  Property committee will be meeting next week. 
Cemetery:  Committee met – have one bid for mowing this summer – Cade Drake 

Parish Ed:  Senior High Youth Group starting up this summer;  had last Jump For Jesus meeting last week;  3-
Day & Gran camp coming up, as well as Confirmation and Grad Sundays 

Outreach:  Will work on rewriting portion in Constitution;  planning to have committee get together in 
summer for planning 

Worship & Music:  Music Sunday went over well; Choir sings 5/10, then done for the year 

Folk School:  Wood work by Chuck Gackstetter ; Sewer was checked ; Tate or other fire personnel will be here 
the first day of each camp to go over fire plan ; Cabinets are here for new coffee maker ; Steps out front will 
be cleaned and recoated tomorrow ; Deb will find roses for landscaping ; A/C units were installed and are 
working 

Financial advisory: nothing to report 
 

Next meeting is June 9 at 6:30 

 

MSC for adjournment at 9:07 – Ivan, Erik 2nd 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Kristi Petersen 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Folk School Committee Meeting Minutes – May 4th, 2026 

 

Meeting called to order at 6:02 PM. 

Jerry opened with The Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Present: Jerry Bly – Chair, Mark Stage – Vice Chair, Pastor Megan, Deb Burckhardt, Margie Bornhoft, 

Arnie Dam, Curt Madsen, Jill Jaspersen, Brenda Knudson – FS Caretaker, Deb Sinding – Church Council 

Liaison 

Absent: Olga Ekberg and JoAnn Peterson 

 

Brenda’s Updates 

 1. There will be 60+ participants at the SMAC Annual Artist Retreat on May 1st. 

 2. Mike Thomas turned on the water for upper floors and fountain outside. 

 3. Dean Brandt came and cleaned AC units and got the 2 new Kitchen AC units installed. 

 4. Mike Thomas completed the sewer project to the east by garage. 

 5. Chuck Gackstetter will be asked to finish trim work in basement bathroom. 

 

Pastor’s Updates 

 1. Registrations have started coming in: 

  30 – 3 Day Camp 

  12 – Grand Camp 

 2. Pastor enjoys getting more involved with camp leaders and Fall Folk Meeting leaders. 

 3. Faith & Fitness starting May 5th – May 28th in Gym Hall at 5:30-6:15 am then will be 

     6:15-7:00 am June 2nd – August 27th. This has been sponsored by Grandview University and         

she will be going to Grandview to give a presentation about our program for equipment. 

 

April FS Financial Reports 

 MSC by Margie to approve April Financial Reports as presented and seconded by Arnie, 

 Carried. 

 

Church Council Updates 

 No report. 

 

April FS Meeting Minutes 

 MSC by Mark to approve April Folk School Meeting Minutes as presented and seconded  by 

Curt, Carried. 

 

Upcoming May Rentals 

 1. May 1st – SMAC Annual Artist Retreat – 1 night using most buildings 

 2. May 23rd - 24th Lodge – 1 night 

 3. May 24th  - Lodge Commons  

 4. May 29th – Lodge, 2-4 rooms - 1 night 

  **EV Charging rate is $25.00 per time** Margie will contact Trinity to have this added to  the 

contract for renters and make sure she advises all renters of the charge and direct them to  use the camper area 

hookups for charging vehicles. 

 

 

Summer Event Dates 

 1. June Family Camp is June 21st – June 27th   

 2. July Family Camp is July 12th – July 18th 

 3. August Family Camp is August 2nd – August 8th 

 4. Danebod Fall Folk Meeting is August 19th – August 23rd 



 

Sewer Repair Project Update 

 Mike Thomas has moved the sewer cleanout to alleviate the problem. 

 

Kitchen AC Units Update 

 Two AC units have been installed by Dean Brandt and are operational. 

 

Commercial Coffeemaker for FS Dining Hall 

 Cabinets are here and countertop is ordered and expected to be here next week. 

 Chuck Gackstetter will install. Mike Thomas will install water line for the coffeemaker. 

 Tyler Electric will provide any electrical work needed. 

 

Folk School Front Steps Update 

 Meeting arranged for Wednesday, May 6th, with Stoneluxe Coatings (Sales Rep from 

 Clarkfield, MN) to learn about their product and get an estimate for coating on front steps. 

 

Campus Cleanup 

 Danebod Campus Cleanup Day was on May 6th. 

 A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL WHO CAME AND HELPED! 

  

Other Business 

 1. A new American Flag is needed, as the one we got has been destroyed by our recent windy  spring 

days. It survived only 6 weeks. 

 

MSC by Arnie to adjourn at 7:35 PM and seconded by Deb Burckhardt, Carried. 

 

Next Meeting will be Monday, June 1st at 6:00 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jill Jaspersen 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

      

      
 

 



 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER CONCERNS 

Cheryl Holt (friend of Clark family) 

Dawson (nephew of Bethanni and Matt Jobe) 

Jalyn Burckhardt (granddaughter to Deb Burckhardt) 

Harper Gravley 

Lorry Conrad 

Brian Martin 

Vicki Stalvey 

Kayla Sanderson 

 

 

Condolences to the family and friends of Chris Nibbe, beloved father, husband, neighbor, and so 

much more. Blessed be his memory. 

 

Condolences to the family and friends of Betty Jo Solberg, beloved by her neighbors. 

 Blessed be her memory. 

 

 

 

 

If you are someone who donates to the church via Thrivent, we greatly appreciate your contributions. 

However, please notify the church office with the following information: your name, 

contribution amount, and fund/program. If this information isn't shared with the office, we aren't 

able to credit the donations back to you.  Again, thank you! Danebod truly appreciates it! 

 

 

 

 

MISSION  SUPPORT 

June 7th: In celebration of our church family from Troy, Gretchen, Morgan & Levi 

June 14th: Danebod WELCA 

June 21st: In honor of our grandchildren from Scott & Rhonda Johnson 

June 28th: Love  -Olga Ekberg 

 

 

 



Thank You 

 

Dear Danebod Folk School, 

On behalf of the staff and volunteers of the American Red Cross of southern Minnesota, thank you for 

being a standby American Red Cross emergency shelter. We have been able to shelter and support 

our clients during disasters only with the generous help of facilities like yours. We are very grateful for 

your agreement to list your school as a standby emergency shelter location. 

 With thanks, 

Samantha Best & SWMN Chapter 

 

Everyone, 

Thank you for the quilt. It’s on my bed now. Another reminder of how lucky I am and glad to be back 

in the neighborhood! 

Sincerely,  

Alice Gregor 

 

Thank you Danebod WELCA 

The bouquet of white daises (my favorite flower) and pink carnations that was just beautiful arrived on 

my 90th birthday. What a beautiful gift to celebrate getting older. 

Thank you so much, 

Betty Jorgensen 

 

Dear Danebod, 

 Thank you for supporting me in all of my faith journey and for the picture frame. 

Thank you!  

Harper P.  

Danebod Folk Meeting 

The 80th Annual Danebod Folk Meeting is planned for August 19-23. 

 The registration materials are now available on the website. 

  

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

     

     

 6/07 
Communion 

6/14 6/21 
Communion 

6/28 

 
Lector: 

 
Brenda Kirk 

 
Don Buhl 

 

 
Sharon Jensen 

 

 
Heidi Hansen 

 

 
Ushers: 

 
 

Rick Nielsen 
 

Brenda Kirk 

 
 
 

Don Buhl 

 
Mike Hansen 

 
Jason Gylling 

 
Garth Jensen 

 
Sharon Jensen 

 
 

Jarod Hansen 
& Family 

 
Reid Jorgensen 

 
 

Communion: 

 
 
 

Sonja Lund 

 
 

x 

 
 
 

Pam Hansen 
 

 
 

x 

 

Altar Guild: 
 
 

April Thomas 

 
 

April Thomas 
 

 
 

Cynthia Dunham 
 

 
 

Stacy Jorgensen 
 

 
 

Flowers: 

 
 

April Thomas 

 
 

April Thomas 

 
 

Cynthia Dunham 
 
 

 
 

Stacy Jorgensen 
 

 

 
Coffee 

Fellowship: 

 
 
 

Norma Lundell 

 
 

Susan Buhl 
 

Deb Burckhardt 
 

 
 

Pam Hansen 
 

Danielle Gylling 
 

 
 

Stacy Jorgensen 
 

Susan Buhl 
 

 

Ministry Team Duties 

JUNE 2026 



 
 

June 

Sun. 

2026 

Mon. 

 

Tue. 

 

Wed. 

 

Thurs. 

 

Fri. 

 

Sat. 

 
 
 

1 

6:00 PM 

Folk 
School 
Meeting 

2 
5:30 A.M  

Faith & Fit 
3 Day Camp! 

3 

3 Day Camp! 

4 

5:30 A.M 

Faith & Fit 

3 Day Camp! 

5 

 

6 

 

7 
 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Coffee  
In Stone Hall 
7:30 Sr High 
Youth Group 

8 

Gran Camp 

9 
5:30 A.M  

Faith & Fit 

6:30 P.M 
Church Council 

Meeting 
 

Gran Camp 

10 

 

 

11 

5:30 A.M  

Faith & Fit 

12 

 

 

13 

 

 

14 
 

9:30 Worship 
10:30 Coffee  
In Stone Hall 

15 

 

16 
5:30 A.M  

Faith & Fit 

 

17 
 

18 

5:30 A.M  

Faith & Fit 

 

19 

 

 

20 

 

 

21 
 
9:30 Worship 

10:30 Coffee in 
Stone Hall 

June Family 
Camp 

7:30 Sr High 
Youth Group 

22 

 

 

June 

Family 

Camp 

23 
5:30 A.M  

Faith & Fit 

 
7 PM Ice Cream 

Social with 
June  

Family Camp!! 

24 
 

 

 

June Family 

Camp 

25 

5:30 A.M  

Faith & Fit 

 

June Family 

Camp 

26 

 

 

June 

Family 

Camp 

27 

 

 

June 

Family 

Camp 

28 
 
9:30 Worship 

10:30 Coffee in 
Stone Hall 

29 30 
5:30 A.M  

Faith & Fit 
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