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CONTACT INFORMATION OFFICE HOURS
Church Office / Folk School Tuesday 9-2
(507) 247-3000 Wednesday 9-2
Thursday 9-2

office@danebodlutheran.org Friday 9-12

If you have questions, ideas or pastoral care concerns, please reach
out to Pastor Megan by calling or stopping in the main office.



» Can | Get an “Amen?!”
[T\ /] A Message from Pastor Megan
Whether you pronounce it “AA-men” or “AH-men,” no doubt you’re very familiar with the
word Amen. Amen is what we typically say at the very end of a prayer, blessing, homily,
hymn, or some other outreach between us and God. It’s the faithful solution to the
“Minnesota goodbye” such that we don’t get so carried away talking to God, swapping
stories, and trading recipes that we end up chit chatting the whole day away, don’t yah

know! Yet, amen does not mean the goodbye, “sincerely yours,” TTYL conclusion as we
so often treat it.

In Hebrew, the word amen translates to “trust” and “truthfulness,” akin to the
phrase that appears on our currency, “In God We Trust.” Amen is not an ending but an
affirmation to what has been shared in faithful hope that it is and will be true. In the Old
Testament, amen appears most frequently in the Psalter as a final note upon which to
lift up all sorts of prayers to God, from individual songs of praise to communal chants of
lament. The faithful voices behind these psalms sing not just to express their feelings
but to solidify their belief that God indeed hears them, cares for them, and tends to their
prayers. Later, throughout the Gospels, Jesus declares “Amen and amen” (sometimes
translated “very truly | tell you” because of the emphasis of the repeated “amen”) when
he begins an important preaching. This pronouncement draws God’s attention as well
as ours to a covenant or promise Jesus reiterates between us and God, like in John
5:24 when Jesus assures all “Amen and Amen, very truly | tell you, whoever hears my
word and believes him who sent me has eternal life.” Later, the Apostle Paul, in his
humility as a follower of Christ, goes back to just the single amen as the final word for
his letters like those of Romans and 1 Corinthians. It was his way of both promoting and
also relying upon God’s authority.

Sometimes, | wish we used the translation for amen rather than the Semitic word
itself. At just four letters and two syllables, amen becomes a word we are more inclined
to mumble (in the Lutheran Church that is) than we are to emphasize when, in reality, it
is arguably the most important word in any hymn, blessing, or petition. Amen reminds
us that our fate and faith rely not on the delivery, consistency, or contents of our prayers
but on the truthfulness and trustworthiness of God and God’s Word made flesh and
Spirit. For all of us Minnesotans, amen is our “yah, sure, you betcha!” to God.

As such, my encouragement for us this month is to pay attention to our amens,
treating them with the same significance of faith as did our ancestors in Christ. Perhaps
that means even replacing your amen with a steady affirmation like “This | believe” or a
humble outreach like “God, let it be.” Personally, “yah, sure, you betcha Lord!” has an
authentic, attention-grabbing ring to it to me, but to each amen their own.



Minutes for Danebod Church Council
July 14, 2026

PRESENT: Erik Jorgensen, Ivan Petersen, Kristi Petersen, Laurie Johansen, Deb
Sinding, Garth Jensen, Rick Nielsen, Jackie Hess, Pastor Megan Eide, Heather Furan

ABSENT: Cindy Dunham
At 6:33 pm the meeting was called to order by Erik and a quorum was established
Devotions — we went around the room sharing Rose/Bud/Thorns in our lives

Additions to agenda
e Casters on piano
e Money from Parish Hall for piano

Secretary’s report from June was presented. Question as to whether Ryan Schreurs had
worked on the steeple - not yet, but will do that as soon as his current project wraps up.
— MSC to approve minutes made by Laurie, Jackie 2nd

Treasurer’s report from June was presented — MSC to approve report made by Jackie,
Deb 2nd

Pastor’s report: July campers are here, and Megan is enjoying playing cards with

them. Thank you to those who came to the ice cream social with the June family
campers, and to those who stayed for singing. Had a group here from West Denmark
Lutheran Church (Luck, WI) over the weekend of the 4th - they commented that
Danebod is like their church “on steroids”! :) Thank you to everyone for the service for
Myrna Rokeh. Having the Parish Hall for the luncheon was wonderful, and we will
continue to fine-tune efficient use of that space. Youth Group is going well this
summer. Megan asked for Council’s thoughts on planning another mission trip with
YouthWorks for Summer 2027; the ELCA Youth Gathering is also taking place June 28-
July 2, 2027 in Minneapolis, so that is another option to consider.

Parish hall: curb has been poured, still waiting for chairs to arrive.

Pest control: planning to have a walk around campus at the end of July — Erik will call
them to get things lined up.

Constitution Approval for Semi Annual Meeting: The biggest thing discussed was how
to deal with the principal funds in the Foundation and Special Fund. The agreement the
Council & Constitution committee came up with: Reach out in every way possible to all
members for such votes. Need 80% returned, and two-thirds of that number to
approve.



Deb will type updates to Constitution so the council can view and meet one more time to
approve the draft to be presented at Semi Annual Meeting

Office step repair: the west side stairs have been completed on the Folk
school. Treatment for ice/snow can ONLY be sand, not salt!!
e South Side (stairs leading to secretary office) needs to be done by August 12. The
Folk School is asking the church to split the cost.
o MSC that the church will pay half of the cost ($1912.50) to repair the South Stairs
on Folk School, made by Ivan, Jackie 2nd

Wheels on piano: Folk Meeting would like to move the grand piano to the middle of the
sanctuary. Casters have been purchased to more easily move the piano onto the

carpet. A Danebod member needs to be by each piano leg to put the casters on, and the
casters will need to be taken off again after the piano is moved back into its usual place.

Money from Parish Hall: there should be some money left over in the Parish Hall fund
when the project is complete - would there be interest in having an electric piano for the
Parish Hall? Tabled until later date

Committee reports:

Admin: hasn’t met

Property: pest control is coming soon

Cemetery: nothing to report

Parish Ed./Youth Outreach: nothing to report

Outreach & Stewardship: planning to have donuts before church on Sundays when
youth have events during church; discussing the idea of having a church service the
Wednesday evening before Labor Day Weekend

Worship & Music: no updates

Folk School: Fire Dept is meeting with Brenda prior to each camp; June family camp
went very well; air conditioning units installed and working well; Coffee maker needs
water filter before use (water lines haven’t been installed); Trim in Lodge basement
bathroom is done; Curt Madsen is looking into options for the Cottage, which isn’t in
good shape; Bedroom decor in Folk School need updates; Rental procedures continue to
be strengthened and smoothed.

Financial advisory: July meeting cancelled. Next meeting in October

Next meeting is August 11th at 6:30 in Parish Hall
MSC for adjournment at 8:49 — Ivan, Jackie 2nd
Lord’s Prayer

Respectfully submitted,
Kristi Petersen



Minutes for Danebod Church Council
July 21, 2026

Present:: Erik Jorgensen, Ivan Petersen, Kristi Petersen, Laurie Johansen, Deb
Sinding, Garth Jensen, Cindy Dunham, Jackie Hess, Pastor Megan Eide

ABSENT: Rick Nielsen

At 6:33 pm the meeting was called to order by Erik Jorgensen and a quorum was
established

Pastor Megan said a prayer to get us started.

Review and discuss final draft of Constitution: MSC to approve final draft of
Constitution for congregational vote by Ivan, Cindy 2nd

Rent for Parish Hall: MSC to charge $100 for Parish Hall kitchen and dining room,
keeping it to Danebod members for the time being, by Ivan, Jackie 2nd

MSC to use Undesignated Memorial Fund to pay half of the cost ($1912.50) to repair the
South Stairs on Folk School, by Ivan, Jackie 2nd

We will have a pre-congregational meeting to answer any questions about the changes
made to the Constitution during coffee time on August 23

MSC to adjourn at 7:52 pm by Ivan, Cindy 2nd
Respectfully submitted,

Kristi Petersen »
b
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PRAYER CONCERNS

Cheryl Holt (friend of Clark family)
Dawson (nephew of Bethanni and Matt Jobe)
Jalyn Burckhardt (granddaughter to Deb Burckhardt)

Harper Graviley
Lorry Conrad
Brian Martin
Vicki Stalvey

Kayla Sanderson

Ruth Ann Nelson




Folk School Committee Meeting Minutes — July 6", 2026

Meeting called to order at 6:03 PM
Jerry opened with The Lord’s Prayer.

Present: Jerry Bly — Chair, Mark Stage — Vice Chair, Curt Madsen, Pastor Megan,
Margie Bornhoft, Deb Sinding — Church Council Liaison, Deb Burckhardt, Olga Ekberg,
Jill Jaspersen, JoAnn Peterson, Brenda Knudson — FS Caretaker, Heather Furan —
Treasurer

Absent: (Everyone Present)

FS Financial Reports

May Reports: MSC by Olga to approve May Financial Reports as presented
and seconded by Margie, Carried.

June Reports: Heather will present June Reports at August 3™ meeting.

Brenda’s Updates

1. June Family Camp had 145 participants

2. Room 3 in The Lodge, AC unit was repaired.

3. Tyler Fire Department requested a “FIRE LANE” (No Parking) sign be placed
on sidewalk on south side of building by the Dining Hall Entrance.

4. Brenda reported water break by Stone Hall.

5. Brenda reported the door knob was broken off of Stone Hall Entrance.

6. For June Camp, the outside dinner bell wasn’t working. Wally Dybdahl will look
into it.

7. Brenda reported the dishwasher door got jammed during June Family Camp.
She called Mike Thomas and he corrected the issue.

Pastor’s Updates

1. Grand Camp had 25 participants. She feels it is a good preliminary program
for the young children who will be attending 3-Day Camp in the future.

2. Time clock has been replaced with a digital time clock for staff.

3. June Family Camp wanted some ways to involve the community of Tyler. The
Ice Cream Social they planned was successful and also Pastor invited
campers to join her in a bike around town.

4. Faith & Fit classes are working out good.

5. Pastor reported that she is working on a children’s book of the Danebod
History to give out to children at Christmas.

Church Council Update

Folk School committee has received an estimate ($3,825.00) to re-do steps to
office with same  treatment as the front steps to Folk School on west side of building.
Deb S. will present the proposal to finish the south stairs leading to the Church
office and request the Danebod Church Council to pay half ($1,912.50) the cost to
repair the south stairs leading to the office.



June FS Meeting Minutes

Margie had a correction — that the coffeemaker is waiting to be installed instead
thatithad already been installed.

MSC by Margie to approve the June FS Committee Meeting Minutes with
the correction and 2"d by Pastor Megan, Carried.

Upcoming Rentals
1. West Denmark Youth Mission Trip — Folk School, July 3 — 4
2. July Family Camp - July 12t - 18t
3. Family Reunion —July 23™ - 28th
4. August Family Camp — August 2" - 8t
5. Danebod Fall Folk Meeting — August 19t - 23

Folk School Front Steps Update
Project has been completed. Concerns about ice build-up in winter — Company
advises to only use sand on any ice build-up (NO SALT).

Commercial Coffeemaker Update
Waiting on water filter to be installed.

Gutter Cleaning Estimate

Received an estimate from Lamote Tree Service. Discussion was held on looking
into gutter  guards. Jill will contact a company from Canby, MN for an estimate on the
taller buildings.

Danebod Cottage
Let the Family Camps know of our intention to demolish the building as a
possible project that they could donate to.

Other Business

1. Reservation procedures need to be updated.

2. Adopt-a-Room — Margie and Ricke will work together to get a letter written to
send out to current participants.

3. Discussion was held on advertising for the maintenance position.

MSC by Deb to adjourn at 7:59 PM and seconded by Arnie, Carried.
Next meeting will be Monday, August 3™, at 6:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Jill Jaspersen



Danebod Lutheran Church

As of June 30, 2026

Budget Year to Date $ 98,665.00
Actual Expenses Year to Date S 86,558.17
Amount Under Budget to

Date $12,106.83
General Fund Revenue to date $88,987.07*

*Envelopes - $83,847.07
Parish ed., donations, loose and special service
offerings, outreach - $5,140.00

General Fund Revenue needed monthly to meet budgeted expenses: $16,444.16.

Monthly Envelopes

2026 2025

January 10,521.69 8,850.91
February 17,459.53 18,186.05
March 17,480.53 11,411.05
April 12,716.26 11,299.52
May 13,860.53 12,880.06
June 11,808.53 9,939.52
July 16,033.80
August 11,233.75
September 10,929.52
October 8,901.25
November 11,919.52
December 18,144.25

Total S 83,847.07 $149,729.20

Envelopes ONLY for past 4 years as of December 31, 2025

2025 2024 2023 2022

$149,729.20 $158,138.96 $159,431.57 $128,811.08



Parish Hall
In honor of Dottie Broin’s 90t Birthday from Dottie Broin’s Grandchildren
In memory of Arlene Jensen from Beverly Gylling
In memory of Randy Sixta from Dale Nielsen
In memory of Randy Sixta from Beverly Gylling
In memory of Myrna Rokeh from Randy & Diana Nielsen

In memory of Myrna Rokeh from James & Laurie Johansen

Undesignated Memorials

In memory of Myrna Rokeh from Barb Johnson
In memory of Myrna Rokeh from Terry & Jill Jaspersen

In memory of Myrna Rokeh from Alice Gregor

Cemetery Fund

In memory of Betty Solberg from Karen Koster

Folk School Foundation

In honor of Buhl Family Reunion and 3 Day Camp from Trent & Jackie Hess

Danebod Youth Group

In honor of Harper Petersen’s Confirmation from Wayne & Sharon Akland



IMPORTANT INFORMATION CONCERNING PRAIRIE
CONFERENCE WELCA

The Prairie Conference WELCA held officer elections at the Spring Gathering. We
were unable to fill the positions of Vice President and Secretary. We will also need
to fill the positions of Treasurer and Conference Nominating in April 2027. The
Board met yesterday to plan for the Fall Gathering and discuss the future of our
Conference.

Our discussion continued on the future of our Prairie Conference WELCA. Local
WELCA units stay the same. They proceed as usual with meetings, Bible Studies,
programs, fund raisers, quilting, and missions. However, with our lack of
volunteers to fill leadership positions at the Prairie Conference level, this tentative
proposal came forth (with a motion by Beth and second by Karen):

“Unless we have people stepping up to take leadership positions we will have
to dissolve/disband our Prairie Conference WELCA.”

The money in the treasury would go to the Synod WELCA.
Women would be welcome to participate in activities in neighboring conferences.
This will be brought forth during the business meeting at the Fall Gathering.

T
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There will be an Open House Bridal Shower for Cari Baune,
bride-to-be of Cody Lingen on

September 12th, 2026 from 2-4 pm.
Come and help us celebrate hevr!

The couple is vegistered at theknot.com.



http://theknot.com/

Family *Holey’” Hour &Backpack Blessing!

Sunday, August 30*", 8:45 — Church :)

Kids and parents! “Roll” out of bed on Sunday morning, grab your back-to-school backpacks, and
“do-nut” worry about breakfast- we’ve got you covered! Beginning at 8:45, gather in the Parish
Hall for donuts, rolls, juice, and coffee. We'll have coloring sheets and some of our favorite teens
to hang out with the kids as well, so moms and dads can relax, visit, '
and enjoy the easy-going morning too.

During worship, we will bless the backpacks of our kids and teachers
as well as our hygiene supply collection, so we can send them off
with love and support for another year of learning.

No need to RSVP! Just show up hungry and ready to be fed in body,
mind, and spirit <3

Organized by the Outreach Committee

WELCA Retreat in Arco

Date: August 13™, 2026
Speaker: Pastor Megan speaks about her trip to New Zealand

Registration begins: 8:30 A.M

Potluck Lunch & Dessert

Join the Garden Club!

So many people admire, appreciate, and enjoy the beauty

of our beloved campus, especially our many flower beds

and urns. The Danebod Garden Club does a wonderful job

stewarding these blessings, and they would absolutely @
invite new members to the club! Especially if you often

walk or drive by a particular building and could volunteer to

“adopt” and help water certain planters or pots, a little TLC

goes a long way. Reach out to Pastor Megan if interested.



Thank you

Danebod,

Thank you so much for your generous donation to the Lincoln County Fair. Things are well under
way in preperation for this years fair, including a new storage area for the livestock manure. As
our costs for everything contnue to rise, your donation to the Lincoln County Fair becomes so
important. It is very much appreciated!

-Lincoln County Fair Board

To Danebod Church Members,

Thanks for all the support during my youth and for the gift that will help me through school this
fall. Thanks for supporting me through school, sports, and everyting else.

Thanks again,

Jens
Dear Danebod Church Members,
Thank you for your support over the many years, it was a pleasure getting to know you all.
Thanks for the gifts, I’'m excited for what the future holds!
Thanks for everything,
Juhl

Danebod Church,
Thank you for all you do for Grandma Dottie and when our Grandpa Goodie was around.
Grandchildren of Dorothy ,
Brian, Kayla, Ava, and Mya Haben
Brady, Amanda, Lynlee & Parker Hedlund
Danebod Church,

Thank you to all of our dedicated bakers who generously donate to the Sweet Shop. Your time
and effort is appreciated.

The WELCA Committee



Local Schools

Hygiene & Personal Care Drive
August st - 30t

Learning well starts with feeling well. RTR, Elkton, and Lake Benton
schools believe every student should have access to proper hygiene
products to keep them healthy and cared for, regardless of the cost.

This donation drive aims to support nurses’ offices and hygiene closets for
local schools to ensure students have FREE access to hygiene products.

Items needed:

. Pads/Tampons )
« Shampoo

. Conditioner
. Body Wash

o Lotion

. Hand Soap

o Deodorant

« Sanitary wipes
. Hair Ties/Brushes
« Acne Care

« Toothbrush/toothpaste/floss

A donation bin will be available in the church narthex beginning on August 1st. Please
drop off supplies anytime this month! We will bless these supplies along with the
blessing of the backpacks and the back-to-schoolers during worship on August 30th.



Ministry Team Duties

AUGUST 2026

08/02 08/09 08/16 08/23 | 08/30

Communion Communion Semi-Annual
Meeting
Lector: Sue Furan Leah Keifer Harlan Joan Jagt Joan Jagt
Petersen
Ushers: Harlan Erik Tate

Tate Burckhardt Joan Jagt Petersen Jorgensen Burckhardt

Harlan Petersen | Brad Wilmes | Barb Paulson | Barb Paulson Joan Jagt

Erik Jorgensen Josh Keifer Don Paulson Don Paulson | Josh Keifer

Marsha
Communion: Sue Furan X Petersen X X
Joan Jagt Lena
Burckhardt
Altar Guild:
Peggy Lena Julie Lena
Julie Jorgensen Wilmes Burckhardt Jorgensen Burckhardt
Flowers: Deb Sinding Deb Sinding Deb Sinding Deb Sinding | Deb Sinding
Lena Alma Priscilla Dam | Barb Bornhoft Brandon
Coffee Burckhardt Thomsen Gifford
Fellowshibp: Joan Jagt Marsha

p: Stacy Keifer Peggy Petersen Kristy Gifford

Wilmes




August 2026
sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat.
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9:30 Worship 6:00 PM 6:15 AM 6:15 A.M
10:30 Coffee Folk School Faith & Fit Faith & Fit
7:30 Sr High Meeting
Youth Grou_p August August Family August Family August August |August
August Family Family Camp Camp Family Family |Family
Camp Camp Camp Camp |Camp
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
9:30 Worship 6:15 AM 6:15 A.M
10:30 Coffee Faith & Fit Faith & Fit
6:30 P.M
Church Council
Meeting
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
9:30 Worship 6:15 A.M 6:30 PM 6:15 A.M
. . . Confi tion Inf
10:30 Coffee Faith & Fit on :\rlllr:eatilr?g nio Faith & Fit
7:30 Sr High 7:00 PM ELCA
Youth Group Youth Gathering | £a) Folk | Fall Folk | Fall Folk
Info Meeting . ] ]
Fall Folk Meeting | Meeting | Meeting | Meeting
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
9:30 Worship 6:15 AM 6:15 A.M
10:30 (._:off_ee : Faith & Fit Faith & Fit
Constitution
Preview Meeting
30 31
8:45 Family
Fellowship Hour
9:30 Worship:

Backpack Blessing
10:30 Semi-Annual

Meeting

The meeting will be on August 30t in the Parish Hall directly following worship.

Semi-Annual Meeting.

All voting members, please plan to attend.

We will be voting on an updated Church Constitution. More information on that
to come. A quorum is required to conduct business.
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